
 

 
2019 Choices for Required Summer Reading - Grade 8 

Titles with an asterisk* next to them can be found on the Plymouth Public Schools’ 
Overdrive site for eBooks (http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj) or through the SORA App.  
 

Author Title Summary 

Adventure/Fantasy 

Avi 

The Player King 

 

A penniless servant named Lambert is told by a mysterious man that he is in fact 

Prince Edward, the true King of England. Young Lambert sets on a journey to regain 

the throne and save his country!  Based on a true story.  

Bardugo, Leigh 

Six of Crows 

 

When criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker is offered a chance at a deadly heist that will 

make him rich beyond his wildest dreams, he recruits a convict, a sharpshooter, a 

runaway, a spy, a Heartrender, and a thief to help. In this richly imagined and exotic 

world, the prize has the power to destroy everything. 

Brewer, Heather 

The Chronicles of 

Vladimir Todd series

 

 

 

High school freshman Vlad Todd, having a hard time with bullies and his grades, 

takes the opportunity to study abroad in Siberia, where he meets other vampires and 

learns how to use his mind-control abilities. 

 

 

Lu, Marie 

Warcross 

 

The world is obsessed with the game of Warcross.  It is a diversion, 
an escape, a way to make money.  During the Championships, 
brilliant coder Emika hacks in and catches the attention of everyone - 
including the game’s creator.  He makes an irresistible offer that sets 
her life on a thrilling and dangerous new course she never could have 
imagined.  

Oppel, Kenneth 

Inkling 

 

The Rylance family is in distress after their mother’s death.  Dad has writer’s block 

and can’t cope.  Sarah wants a puppy.  Ethan is having problems at school.  Enter 

Inkling, an inkblot that leaps off the page of Mr. Rylance’s sketchbook.  What will 

Inkling do? 

Paolini, Christopher 

Eragon* 

 

Eragon’s life is changed into a world of suspense, survival and magic after he finds a 

mysterious stone from which a dragon hatches. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/y9eqp8qj


 

Richmond, Caroline 

Tung 

The Only Thing to Fear 

 

The Allies lost WWII to the Axis powers nearly 80 years ago and America is divided. 

Sixteen-year-old Zara lives a life of oppression in the Eastern America Territories. 

The Nazi government strives to maintain a master race, controlling everything from 

jobs to genetics. Despite her mixed heritage, Zara dreams of the free America she's 

only read about in banned books. A revolution is growing, and a rebel group is 

plotting.  Can Zara take down the Führer? Read and find out!  

Vanderpool, Clare 

Navigating Early*

 

Read this Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian 

Trail, where they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 

Historical Fiction 

 

 

 

Appelfeld, Aharon 

 

 

 

 

Adam and Thomas

 

Two nine-year-old Jewish boys survive World War II by banding together in the 

forest. They are alone, visited only by Mina, who herself has found refuge by living 

with a peasant family. She makes secret journeys and brings the boys food at her 

own risk. 

Hiranandani, Veera 

The Night Diary 

 

It is 1947 and India has just been separated into two separate countries. 

Twelve-year-old Nisha doesn’t know where she belongs.  When her father decides it 

is too dangerous to stay in what is now known as Pakistan, Nisha and her family 

become refugees and embark on a dangerous journey to find their new home.  

Paulsen, Gary 

Woods Runner*

 

From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-year-old Samuel, who is a 

highly-skilled woodsman, sets out toward New York City to rescue his parents from 

the band of British soldiers and Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering most 

of their community. 

Humor 

Barry, Dave 

The Worst Class Trip 

Ever

 

 

 

In this hilarious novel, Dave Barry takes us on a class trip to Washington, DC. Wyatt, 

his friend Matt, and a few kids from Culver Middle School find themselves in a heap 

of trouble - not just with their teachers, but with several mysterious men they first 

meet on their flight to the nation's capital. In this fast-paced adventure, the kids try to 

stay out of danger and out of the doghouse while trying to save the president from 

attack-or maybe not. 

 
 



 

 

Hiaasen, Carl 

Skink: No Surrender 

 

When your cousin goes missing under suspicious circumstances, who do you call? 

There’s only one man for the job: a half-crazed, half-feral, one-eyed ex-governor 

named Skink. Skink joins 14-year-old Richard on a breakneck chase across Florida, 

undaunted by lightning storms, poisonous snakes, flying bullets, and giant gators. 

There are a million places cousin Malley could be, a million unpleasant fates that 

might have befallen her, but one thing is certain: in the Florida swamp, justice is best 

served wild. 

Nix, Garth 

Frogkisser! 

 

Nothing in Princess Anya’s life is pleasant: her evil, power-hungry stepfather;, her 

ability to break curses with a kiss; her difficult Quest; or her traveling companions, a 

talking dog and a boy thief trapped as a newt.  While Anya doesn’t find this amusing, 

readers will! 

Mystery 

Higgins, F. E 

The Bone Magician* 

 

With his father, a fugitive, falsely accused of multiple murders and the real serial killer 

stalking the wretched streets of Urbs Umida, Pin Carpue seeks to clear his father's 

name. 

Priest, Cherie 

I Am Princess X

 

When they were young, Libby and May created Princess X, a heroine who scaled 

mountains and slayed dragons. When Libby died in a car accident, the adventures of 

Princess X ceased. Several years later while wandering the streets of Seattle, May 

discovers multiple images of Princess X. Is Libby alive? What secrets might be 

revealed if she is found? 

Nonfiction 

Aguilar, David A. 

Seven Wonders of the 

Milky Way 

 

Do aliens exist? Travel to space and zoom around humongous exoplanets, and close 

in on newly discovered orbs in this beautiful work of nonfiction.  



 

Brown, Don 

Drowned City

 

The dramatic impact that Hurricane Katrina made on New Orleans and the 

surrounding region is rendered expertly in this non-fiction graphic novel. This is a 

riveting tale of selflessness, heroism, and courage - but also of incompetence, 

racism, and criminality. 

Carmon, Irin 

Notorious RBG

 

Profiles the life of feminist pioneer and Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 

her fight for gender equality and civil rights. 

Dunbar, Eric Armstrong 

Never Caught: The 

Story of Ona Judge 

 

 

 

 

 

A narrative of Ona Judge, George and Martha Washington’s runaway slave, who risked 

everything for freedom.  

 

Freedman, Russell 

We Will Not Be Silent: 

The White Rose 

Student Resistance 

Movement That Defied 

Adolf Hitler 

 

Russell Freedman tells the story of Austrian-born Hans Scholl and his sister Sophie 

who belonged to Hitler Youth as young children, but began to doubt the Nazi regime. 

As older students, the Scholls and a few friends formed the White Rose, a campaign 

of active resistance to Hitler and the Nazis. Risking imprisonment or even execution, 

the White Rose members distributed leaflets urging Germans to defy the Nazi 

government. Their belief that freedom was worth dying for will inspire young readers 

to stand up for what they believe in. 

Miller, Sarah 

The Borden Murders

 

 

Miller takes readers along as she investigates a brutal crime in Fall River: the August 

4, 1892, murders of wealthy and prominent Andrew and Abby Borden. The accused? 

Mild-mannered and highly respected Lizzie Borden, daughter of Andrew and 

stepdaughter of Abby. As Miller sorts fact from fiction, and as a legal battle gets 

under way, a gripping portrait of a woman and a town emerges. 

 

 
 
 



 

Opdyke, Irene Gut 

In My Hands: Memories 

of a Holocaust Rescuer*

 

This gripping book details the experiences of the author, who as a young Polish girl 

hid and saved Jews during the Holocaust. 

 

 

 

Rinaldi, Tom 

The Red Bandana 

 

Welles Crowther always kept a red bandana with him, a gift from his father. Little did                

he know how that bandana would help him in a time of crisis, during the fall of the                  

South Tower of the World Trade Center. Readers will be fascinated by the story of an                

ordinary man who did extraordinary work to save lives of others while sacrificing his              

own. 

Tougias, Michael 

The Finest Hours: The 

True Story of the U.S. 

Coast Guard's Most 

Daring Sea Rescue

 

On the night of February 18, 1952, during one of the worst winter storms that New 

England has ever seen, two oil tankers just off the shore of Cape Cod were torn in 

half by the force of the storm. This is the story of a harrowing Coast Guard rescue, 

when four men in a tiny lifeboat overcame insurmountable odds and saved more than 

30 stranded sailors. 

Realistic Fiction 

Blake, Ashley Herring  

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to 

the World 

 

Twelve-year-old Ivy Aberdeen’s house has been destroyed by a tornado.  As if that 

wasn’t bad enough, her very private notebook of  girl drawings is missing.  Will Ivy 

find her notebook or will everyone at school find out her secret?  

Crossan, Sarah 

The Weight of Water 

 

Kasienka and her mother are immigrating to England from Poland. Kasienka’s world            

has turned upside down. Her mother is suffering from a broken heart as she              

searches for Kasienka's father. At school, Kasienka is having trouble making friends.            

The only time she feels comforted is when she's swimming at the pool. She is               

drowning in misery, until a new boy swims into her life.  

 



 

Cummings, Priscilla 

Blindsided 

 

Fourteen-year-old Natalie O'Reilly's world is turned upside down with the news that 

she will soon go blind. As if this weren't shocking enough, she is forced to face the 

fact that she must now attend a school for the blind to learn Braille and how to use a 

cane. As Natalie tackles the skills that will help her to survive in a sighted world, she 

inwardly hopes for a miracle that will save her sight. But will that miracle come, or will 

she need to learn to embrace her new life? 

Dee, Barbara 

Halfway Normal 

 

Norah is “that girl” who just completed two years of chemotherapy for leukemia.  Now 

back to school, her old friends don’t understand her and other students avoid her. 

Then Norah meets Griffin, a cute guy who is a fan of Greek mythology like she is. 

Will Norah keep her “that girl” identity a secret from him or share her real identity? 

Littman, Sarah Darer 

Backlash 

 

Lara is rejected in the most embarrassing of ways on social media. As Lara's pain 

becomes even more public, questions arise regarding the circumstances surrounding 

the cyber-bullying she experiences. 

Myers, Walter Dean 

Sunrise over Fallujah 

 

Robin Perry is a young man from Harlem who wasn't sure why he signed up for the 

army. Now he's headed to Iraq, where he learns that sometimes winning just means 

surviving. 

Reedy, Trent 

If You're Reading This

 

For a responsible sixteen-year-old, Michael Wilson has a lot of problems--his father 

was killed in Afghanistan in 2005, his overworked and overprotective mother will not 

talk about their situation and does not want him playing football, and he has suddenly 

started to receive letters that his father wrote before his death. 

Schmidt, Gary 

Orbiting Jupiter

 

Jackson is in sixth grade when Joseph becomes his foster brother. Joseph was a 

young father and had a difficult past. Jackson should have been afraid, but instead he 

trusts Joseph. Little does Jackson realize that he will soon be helping Joseph find his 

baby daughter, Jupiter. 

  



 

Sonnenblick, Jordan 

Falling Over Sideways

 

Claire's eighth-grade year is not going as she had hoped. Mean girls, boys, changing 

friendships; she doesn't think it can get any worse...until it does. Her father suffers a 

stroke, and everything changes instantly. Now Claire must find the strength to handle 

both the pressures of middle school and an uncertain future. 

Woodson, Jacqueline 

If You Come Softly*

 

After meeting at their private school in New York, fifteen-year-old Jeremiah, who is 

black and whose parents are separated, and Ellie, who is white and whose mother 

has twice abandoned her, fall in love and then try to cope with the reactions of others. 

Science Fiction 

Angelini, Josephine 

Trial by Fire 

 

Lily Proctor endures not only life-threatening allergies on earth, but humiliation (over 

her crush) at her first ever high school party.  Lily’s other self exists in an alternate 

universe where she is a mighty warrior.  Lily suddenly finds herself torn between 

overwhelming responsibilities and a love she never expected.  

Castellucci, Cecil 

Tin Star

 

On their way to start a new life, Tula and her family travel on the "Prairie Rose," a 

colony ship headed to a planet in the outer reaches of the galaxy. All is going well 

until the ship makes a stop at a remote space station, the Yertina Feray, and the 

colonist's leader, Brother Blue, beats Tula within an inch of her life. An alien, 

Heckleck, saves her and teaches her the ways of life on the space station. Will she 

ever make it home? 

Patterson, James 

The Angel Experiment, 

Maximum Ride* 

 

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "birdkids," 

who are the result of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves 

struggling to understand their own origins and purpose. 

Rivas, Beth 

Across the Universe 

 

Amy, having been cryogenically frozen and placed onboard a spaceship which was 

supposed to land on a distant planet three hundred years in the future, is unplugged 

fifty years too early and finds herself stuck inside an enclosed world ruled by a 

tyrannical leader and his rebellious teenage heir and confused about who to trust and 

why someone is trying to kill her.  



 

Whaley, John Corey 

Noggin 

 

After dying at age sixteen, Travis Coates' head was removed and frozen for five 

years before being attached to another body, and now the old Travis and the new 

must find a way to coexist while figuring out changes in his relationships. 

Sports Fiction 

Abdul-Jabbar, Kareem 

Sasquatch in the Paint

 

Eighth-grader Theo Rollins' growth spurt has Coach Mandrake trying to transform him 

into a basketball star, but training time is hurting the science club's chances of 

winning the "Aca-lympics," and being accused of stealing could mean Theo is off both 

teams. 

Cochrane, Mick 

The Girl Who Threw 

Butterflies*

 

Eighth-grader Molly's ability to throw a knuckleball earns her a spot on the baseball 

team, which not only helps her feel connected to her recently deceased father who 

loved baseball, but helps her in other aspects of her life as well. 

Lupica, Mike 

Million-Dollar Throw*

 

Eighth-grade star quarterback Nate Brodie gets a chance to win a million dollars if he 

can complete a pass during the halftime of a New England Patriots game. With this 

chance to fix his family's problems, he is nearly overwhelmed by the pressure to 

succeed. 

Struzziero, Phil 

Teen Ref: A Good  

“No Call” 

 

Fifteen year-old Drew Hennings’ dream of playing quarterback for his local high 

school team and playing college football in the Ivy League ended when he got a 

serious concussion. Drew can’t play football anymore, but he loves the game too 

much to walk away. With a close family friend and football official, Jack, as his 

mentor, Drew decides to transform himself into the first teenage football referee that 

Boston’s South Shore has ever seen. 

 

 


